
Coventry	Carol

By,	by:	As	in	by	and	by;	immediately,	right	now	(cf.	KJV:Mark	6:25).	Also	as	a	variant	of	bye,	as	in	goodbye.
Lully,	lullay:	To	lull,	calm,	pacify,	or	soothe;	to	cause	to	sleep.	Also	slang	(ca.	15th	&	16th	centuries)	for	I	saw
					or	I	see,	possibly	as	in	until	I	see	you	again.

					Like	all	nativity	poems,	the	poet	often	imagines	a	dialogue	between	Mary	and	the	infant	Jesus.	Such	dialogues	
often	foreshadow	the	events	to	follow:	the	events	of	the	Crucifixion.	It	appears	that	lullabies	unrelated	to	
Christmas	and	to	the	Slaughter	of	the	Holy	Innocents	are	a	comparatively	recent	development.

Words:	Anonymous;	based	on	Matthew	2:16-18;	revised	in	1534	by	Robert	Croo;	in	“The	Coventry	Nativity	Play	of	the
					Company	of	Shearmen	and	Tailors.”	Everyman	and	Other	Plays,	edited	by	Ernest	Rhys	(London:	1909),	p.	102;	altered
Music:	Anonymous;	revised	in	1591	by	Thomas	Mawdyke	
Tune	name:	COVENTRY	CAROL
Arrangement:	Jason	Hunsaker,	©	2002	by	Jason	Hunsaker
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