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SATB with Strings and Organ

This Christmas carol is relatively easy to prepare.  It’s power comes as elements are added to each verse of the song. Almost all of
the music comes out of the hymnbook.  (You can listen to the entire song or the last 2 verses.)
1. A string quartet plays the hymn out of the hymnbook. (You can substitute other instruments) 
2. The choir sings the 1st verse out of the hymnbook, accompanied only by the string quartet, giving it a unique, lovely quality.
3. The choir sings the 2nd verse accompanied by the string quartet and the organ. There is a soprano obbligato added to the chorus.
4. The choir sings the 3rd verse with the congregation, strings, organ and the obbligato.
The only new parts to learn are the obbligato and the 6 measures for strings which are repeated. 
This could also be used as a congregational number.  



















 
 




 

 
 

in re - ply




 

   

 


 


   
Ech - o - ing their

 


 


 
 


 

 

 
 

joy - ous strains.


 

 

30

      

 
 

30

      
Glo

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

















      

 
 

      

 
 

  
 

   

 
 

ri - a

   

   





 


   
in ex - cel - sis





 


 







 
De o.







      

 
 

      

Glo

 
 

















      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

  
 

   

 
 

ri - a

   

   





 


   
in ex - cel - sis





 


 






 
De











o.



2





























Strings 43

   
   



43

   
Shep - herds, why this

   

Organ



43

   
   

 
 

 




 
 

ju - bi - lee?

 




 
 

 




   

 


 

   
Why your joy - ous

 


 

   

 


 

 
 



 

 
 

strains pro - long?



 

 
 



 

   
   

   
What the glad - some

   

   
   






























Strings

 
 




 

A Few Sopranos



 
 

tid - ings be




 

Organ

 
 




 

   

 


 




   
Which in - spire your

 


 


   

 


 


 
 


 

 



 
 

heav'n - ly song?


 

 

 
 


 

 

51

      

 
 

 51

 
Aah.

 51

      

Glo

  
 



51

      

 
 

      

 
 

 

      

 
 

      

 
 

3































      

 
 

 

      

 
 

      

 
 

  
 

   


 
 

ri - a

   

 
 

   

   





 


 
Aah.

   
in ex - cel - sis





 


   





 


 









 
De o.







 






      

 
 

 
Aah.

      
Glo

 
 

      

 
 





























      

 
 

 

      

 
 

      

 
 

      

 
 

 

      

 
 

      

 
 

  
 

   


 
 

ri - a

   

 
 

   

   





 


 
Aah.

   
in ex - cel - sis





 


   





 


 






 

 
De






 












o.






4



























Strings





64

   

   

Congregation joins the choir from the hymnbook



64

   
Come to Beth - le -

   

Organ64

   
   

 
 

 




 
 

hem and see

 




 
 

 




   

 


 

   
Him whose birth the

 


 

   
 


 

 
 



 

 
 

an - gels sing.



 

 
 



 

   

   

   
Come, a - dore on

   

   
   





























 
 




 



 
 

bend - ed knee




 

 
 




 

   

 


 




   
Christ the Lord, the

 


 


   

 


 


 
 


 

 



 
 

new - born King.


 

 

 
 


 

 




72

   



    

A Few Sopranos  
Aah. 72       
Glo

  
 



72

      

 
 


    

 
   

 

      

 
 

  

   

 
 

5































   
 



 
 

 

      

 
 


    


  

 

 
 


  
  



 
 

ri - a

   



 
  

 

 













 
Aah.

   
in ex - cel - sis





 



   





 


  


 



 
De o.







 







78

   



    

 
Aah.

      
Glo

 
 

78

      

 
 






























    

 
   



 

      

 
 

  

   

 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 

      

 
 


    


  

 

 
 


 
 






 
 

ri - a

   



 
  

 

 










 
Aah.

   
in ex - cel - sis




 



   




 


   



    

 

 
De


























 


o.







6


